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This message not to be acted on until receipt latere— i?-.. 

' . • . ... [ -—iqirftt- 

single word message "GO" and' time President speech. 

1. October 21 or 22 President Kennedy will make 

nationwide TV statement, text or sumnary of which will be 

sent you by separate message. Subject this statement will be 

situation created by proof' we have that Soviets are creating 
nuclear T 

offensive ^wSWswaw^c' capability in CubaJ together With action. • 

•*■ - 

we propose should be taken, * This message covers actions 

required of ycu^in connection vittfthat statement. 

2. It is of utmost importance that contents that 
(see below). 
statement and President letter/be known in advance of 

statement to no one in Embassy staff except yourself, ycur 

Substance this message shculd also l H/a< 

be provided together* than yourself only on a strict: n£sd- 

to-know and' piecemeal basis ♦ ',' 
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g^F SE-JRET, - SENSITIVE 

3, On receipt code word you should seek earliest possible 

appointment with FM or 2 most senior official available in 

couple 
succeeding saopfc^cof hoars and state that US has received 

intelligence information which suggests that sometime in next 

few days there may be concerted Hemisphere-wide attacks led by 

local Communists on established governments, public order a -..<; US 

property and citizens of unprecedented violence. You should 

suggest that quiet and not top visible but prompt measures be 

taken in order to be ready for such developments. Yo*j should slsc 

state that US will have stocks of riot equipment on call by air 

at short notice in Canal Zone. You should also any that y~v 

expect to have more specific information in the course of chr. 

day and therefore wish as matter of greatest importance t-- s'* 

Chief of State or highest ranking other official available Ir. + rz 

same day. (One; hour in advance of President*© statement.) 

(FYI. You are authorized convey substance this paragraph to 

those constituent posts which your judgment should be infenr d 

in order make necessary preparations for likely local Communist 

activity. END FYI) 

6. At appointment with Chief of State you should give kin 

text or summary of President- KeaneJy k s TV statement if 


$P SECRET -'SENSITIVE 


Pag«_J__of telegram to CIRCTLAB. 7flfl. 


received. In tln« and also letter from Presiaent Kennedy to 
Chief of State contained in separate message. 

5. You should abo inform him that at US request OAS Council 
is being called into session for 10 a.m. the following morning 
at which time the US will request approval for an immediate 
meeting of the Organ of Consultation oi the Inter-American System 
to consider this new situation in Cub*.*' You should reinforce 
President's letter by strongly emphasising the importance of 
getting instructions' to his OAS representative to support r 
such action. I -...-• v .- * - , 


6. You should also reinforce the President's request f:r 
support: of a resolution by 4 the Organ, of Consultation taken as 
promptly as possihlejt-and very preferably on same day, agreeing 


that the gQVJ5rnments'"bf the Hemisphere should take all actions 
they may deem necessary against Cuba as provided for in Article 8 
of the Rio Pact. :T - r (FYl'.~ For' time being US primary interest lies 
in obtaining Organ of Consultation resolution which includes 
provision use armed force indicated meet situation including 
blockade. Such. resolution would not rpt not require all states 
to use armed force. US will' however quite probably seek agrce.me.n- 
through Organ at subsequent meetings Ou. oLhec measures envisaged 

j? SECRET - SENSITIVE 


Pa^_i of td^ram to CIRCULAR 700 


At$P SECRET - SENSITIVE 

Article 8 which we contemplate would be mandatory and binding! 
upon all OAS members. END FYI) Proposed text of US resolution 
is contained In separate message and should be made available 
to him. All important arguments for such support are clearly 
set forth in President's statement and letter, 

7. You should make clear' that this is a first vital af.rp 

to deal with a major threat 'by the USSR to the peace and «eru;.i*y 
not only of this Hemisphere but the whole free world. It is net 
possible to anticipate how this more intensified struggle againsi 
the forces of international communism will develop. Therefore 
it will be necessary to keAp the Organ of Consultation in 
being to consider other actions which may become necessary cr 
may be suggested by one or another *of the member states. 

8. You should also follow up President's letter to discuss 
possible collaboration in military afield by host country. If 
Chief of State interested, such collaboration can be arranged with 
special representatives* US JCS and you should inform us. 

9. You should inform Chief of State that in recognition 
of possibility of disorders fomented by local Communist elements 
on orders from Moscow and Havana against law and- order and the 
established government and p crops' US property <*n£ cit'^tns-j 
the US has- special stockpiles of riot control equipment in Canal 
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Zoo* *m±UbUt promptly b/ air* oil* request te yeev tte fibroid else 
state that if at any tie* ho feels that under the provisions of 
the Rio fact or the Prate del Sate resolutions he needs assistance, 
the US i tends reedy to render ell practicable help in the eelntenauce 
of lev end order against the attsopts of such eleeants to destroy 
democratic governaant. Such help will be available on as short 
notice es possible* 

Id* You should report the results of your interview HXACT. 
All cable traffic unrelated this subject or other eaargeocy should 
be kept absolute ainlsra. 

All cable traffic this tubjeo* should be slogged ME8 OHLY. 
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taken in order. to be- roady JL err such ^developments . You should also 

state that US will have stacks of riot equipment on call by air 


at lihort notice in ..Canal Seme. You should also say that you 


expect to have "m^e^gpecifte informat ion in the course of the 
day and therefore wish as patter of greatest importance to see 
Chief of State or. h^gtast ^ranking other official available later 
saxse day. (One c hour in advance of President's statement .) 
(FYI. You are authorised convey substance this paragraph to 
those constituent .posts which your judgment should be informs d 
in order make necessary preparations for likely local Communist 

fcn ft&rSt JCtf State you should give him 
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Chief of State interested, anch collaboration can be arranged with 

special representatives US JCS and yon should infora us. . 
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9. You should Infora Chief of State that In recognition 
<©f possibility of 4ieorders fonented *y local Conaunlst elements 
an order* Iron Mbsaev >emd Havana against lav and order and the 
as jgggBW ipd go«a r n j esntf 'and perhaps 0$ pr op erty and cities**, 
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ZofW*jil&b&» pzMytly by air bo request to yw~ ' Yen afaeali «1» 
stat* that if at any tie* he feele that under the provisions of 
the Ho Fact or tha Funta del Sate resolutions ha needs assistance, 
tha OS stands ready to randar all practicable halo in tha maintenance 
of law and ordar against tha atteopte of such eleoents to destroy 
democratic government. Such help will ba available on aa short 
notice ae possible. 

Id. Yon should report tha results of yens interview NIACT. 
All cable traffic unrelated this subject or other eoergency should 
be kept absolute oinisra. 

All cable traffic this eubjeo^ steal d fee slugged KYKS ONLY. 
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OUTGOING TELEGRAM 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


OCTOBER 21, 2:31 AM '62 


CIRCULAR 700 
TO ALL ARA DIPLOMATIC POSTS NIACT 
RPTO INFO POLADS, CINCLANT, [illeg] 
EYES ONLY AMBASSADOR FROM SECRETARY 


This message not to be [illeg] on until receipt later 
single word message "GO" and time President speech. 

1. October 21 or 22 President Kennedy will make 
nationwide TV statement, text or summary of which will be 
sent to you by separate message. Subject this statement 
will be situation created by proof we have that Soviets are 
creating offensive nuclear capability in Cuba, together with 
action we propose should be taken. This message covers 
actions required of you in connection with that statement. 

2 . It is of utmost importance that contents that 
statement and President letter (see below) be known in 
advance of statement to no one in Embassy staff except 
yourself, your secretary, DGM [excised] . Substance this 
message should also be provided to others than yourself only 
on a strict need-know and piecemeal basis. 


TOP SECRET - SENSITIVE 

3. On receipt code word you should seek earliest 
possible appointment with PM or most senior official 
available in succeeding couple of hours and state that 
sometime in next few days there may be concerted Hemisphere- 
wide attachs led by local communists on established 
governments, public order and US property and citizens of 
unprecedented violence. You should suggest that quiet and 
not too visible but prompt measures be taken in order to be 
ready for such developments. You should also state that US 
will have stocks of riot equipment on call by air at short 
motive in Canal Zone. You should also say that you expect 
to have more specific information in the course of the day 
and therefore wish as matter of greatest importance to see 
Chief of State or highest ranking other official available 
later same day. (One hour in advance of President's 
statement.) (FYI. You are authorized convey substance this 
paragraph to those constituent posts which your judgment 
should be informed in order to make necessary preparation 
for likely local communist activity. END FYI) 

4. At appointment with Chief of State you should give 
him text or summary of President Kennedy's TV statement if 


received in time and also letter from President Kennedy to 
Chief of State contained in separate message. 

5. You should also inform him that at US request OAS 
council is being called into session for 10 a.m. the 
following morning at which time the US will request approval 
for an immediate meeting of the Organ of Consultation of the 
Inter-American System to consider this new situation in 
Cuba. You should reinforce President's letter by strongly 
emphasizing the importance of getting instructions to his 
OAS representative to support such action. 

6. You should also reinforce the President's request 
for support of a resolution by the Organ of Consultation 
taken as promptly as possible, and very preferably on same 
day, agreeing that the governments of the Hemisphere should 
take all actions they may deem necessary against Cuba as 
provided for in Article 8 of the [illeg] Pact. (FYI. For 
time being US primary interest lies in obtaining Organ of 
Consultation resolution which includes provision use armed 
force indicated meet situation including blockade. Such 
resolution would not require all states to use armed force. 
US will however quite probably seek agreement through Organ 
at subsequent meetings on other measures envisaged 


Article 8 which we contemplate would be mandatory and 
binding upon all OAS members. END FYI) Proposed text of US 
Resolution is contained in separate message and should be 
made available to him. All important arguments for such 
support are clearly set forth in President's statement and 
letter. 

7. You should make clear that this is a first vital 
step to deal with a major threat by the USSR to the peace 
and security not only of this Hemisphere but the whole free 
world. It is not possible to anticipate how this more 
intensified struggle against the forces of international 
communism will develop. Therefore it will be necessary to 
keep the Organ of Consultation in being to consider other 
actions which ^.ay become necessary or may be suggested by 
one or another of the member states. 

8. You should also follow up President's letter to 
discuss possible collaboration in military field by host 
country. If Chief of State interested, such collaboration 
can be arranged with special representatives US JCS and you 
should inform us. 

9. You should inform Chief of State that in recognition 
of possibility of disorders fomented by local Communist 
elements on orders from Moscow and Havana against law and 
order and the established government and perhaps US property 
and citizens, the US has special stockpiles of riot control 
equipment in Canal 


Zone available promptly by air on request to you. you 
should also state that if at any time he feels that under 
the provisions of the Rio Pact or the Punta del Este 
resolutions he needs assistance, the US stands ready to 
render all practicable help in the maintenance of law and 
order against the attempts of such elements to destroy 
democratic government. Such help will be available on as 
short notice as possible. 

10. You should report the results of your interview 
NIACT. All cable traffic unrelated this subject or other 
emergency should be kept absolute minimum. 

All cable traffic this subject should be slugged EYES 
ONLY. 

END 


RUSK 


